April 3rd, 2011

Hi

Rather late starting this letter. I was doing Internet searches for material for the Singapore books. They are keeping me very busy and there is a lot of pressure. I have already told the publisher that I do not have enough time to complete all the work and that they need to find others to help. 

As I mentioned in last week's letter, NZ won the HK Rugby 7s Cup beating England 29-17 in the final. The same weekend, the Crusaders had a good 44-28 win over the (SA) Sharks at Twickenham in London. They had gone to London hoping that they would get more revenue through a greater attendance. In Nelson, the ground can only hold 10 000 spectators so the income they get is small. They did not get as much in London as they were hoping for due to a lower attendance figure than anticipated. This weekend there is a Rugby 7s tournament in Adelaide. There was supposed to be a Tokyo 7s tournament but it has been cancelled due to the earthquake. 

Yesterday, India beat Sri Lanka to win the Cricket World Cup which was held in Sri Lanka. 

On Thursday, the Star Ferry company ceased operations for their Hung Hom to Central and Wanchai routes. They had been losing money for years and did not want to renew the lease. Neither did anyone else so there are no longer ferries for those routes. The Star Ferry Co still runs the HK to Kowloon route though. 

Concern again – this time by doctors – about mainland mothers coming to HK to give birth and overloading the system. Up to 40 000 mainland mothers annually now give birth in HK, up from just several hundred in 2005. About half of the births in HK are now from mainland mothers despite the very high fees they have to pay, which was introduced the last time this issue arose. Now, a quota system is being considered. 

It is getting near the end of the running season. Warmer now. The run yesterday was not bad and included two new sections. The first was through a forest but without knowing, the new track eventually took me back onto a path I have used many times and I began thinking that some of the things I was seeing were familiar. I ended up a long way from where I thought the new path was going to take me. It is so easy to become disoriented in a forest even when you may be on parts you have been on before. The second new section was onto a (closed) road which I had seen many times from another track but had never taken even though it was only about 100 m away across a gully. When I tried to cross the gully it turned out to be very steep. Fortunately someone (probably China Light & Power Co as it was next to an electricity pylon) had placed a rope down the slope so I was able to use that to descend.  

Heard a news report that about 600 top professional/financial people are seeking to relocate their offices from Japan to HK as a result of the earthquake. I don't know if they are Japanese or Westerners. At the same time the government is making it easier for Japanese people to come and stay here for a while. 

That’s about it for now.

Cheers
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